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Å Concepts and definitions (what ƛǎ ΨŦƻƻŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩύ 

 

Å Food assistance programs (what forms does it take) 

 

Å Making choices (comparing impacts and costs; issues to consider) 

 

Å Wrap-up 
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CƻƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŜǉǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ! ŦŜǿ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΧ 

72 % of income spent on food by the poorest households (upper bound) 

Source: De Onis et al. (2014); FAO (2014, 2011); Hoddinott et al. (2008) 

Access to food 

Food insecurity 

(Mal)nutrition 

Mortality 
Economic 

investment 

46 % higher hourly wages among Guatemalan 

adults due to better nutrition in childhood 

45 % of child mortality caused by 

malnutrition (3.1 M/year) 

165 million children under-5 are chronically malnourished or stunted (low height-for-age) 

805 million people are undernourished (minimum dietary energy requirement) 
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Å What it includes 

ïaŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άΧ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ access to, and consumption of, adequate, safe and 
ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŦƻƻŘέ 

ï Cash transfers, vouchers, food transfers (if with external ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ Ґ ΨŦƻƻŘ ŀƛŘΩύ 

ï Design devised accordingly (e.g., transfer size, M&E) 
Å (Hint: we do not here consider large cash lump grants or similar, but transfers for an amount to 

access a basic food basket + little top-up) 

 

Å Programs 

ï Unconditional, conditional, public works 

ï Formally provided by governments 

ï Fully or partially subsidized 

¦ƴōǳƴŘƭƛƴƎ ΨŦƻƻŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ 
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Food 

Procurement 

Storage, handling 

Distribution 

Beneficiary 

Provision of 
vouchers 

Beneficiaries 

Provision of cash 

Beneficiaries 

Vouchers Cash 

Contract with 
shops 

Transport 
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Å Bulk of response in early phases of natural disasters and conflict 
ï Emergency programs now 70% of international food aid (tot: 4.7 M tons; 0.2% of global production) 

ï ΨDŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΩΥ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ поΦт Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ нлмн 

ï {ƻƳŜ мпΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ΨƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ 

ï Currently: 6M Syrian displaced; 1.5M for ebola crisis; 2.5M in South Sudan; 500,000 people in C.A.R  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unconditional food programs 

Source: WFP-FAIS (2014)  
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Å A food transfer consist of commodities of various quantity and quality 
ï Traditional cereals, pulses and oil 

ï ΨwŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ¦ǎŜ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇŜǳǘƛŎ CƻƻŘǎΩΣ lipid-based products for treatment of severe acute malnutrition 

ï Costs higher for high-quality products (R&D, imported, shelf life, etc.) 

Source: WFP (2014)  
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Å Domestic, institutionalized programs 
ï Specific risks in lifecycle, e.g. /ƘƛƭŜΩǎ tb!/ (2kgs of powdered milk per month from birth 

to two years of age, i.e. 8.9 M children) and PACAM (4.7 M senior, +60-70) 

 

Å ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΩ 
ï Evolved from price stabilization functions to safety net programs 

ï Often as partially subsidized commodities 

ï Substantial scale: at least 850 million individuals; ~$18 billion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country Program Beneficiaries (M) Cost ($ Bill) 

India TDPS 180* 7 

Iraq PDS 32 5 

Mexico Diconsa 0.67* 0.37 

Egypt Baladi 70 3.64 

Indonesia Raskin 18.5* 1.4 

*households. Source: internal work in progress, LAC SP database , ASPIRE 
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Å Lots of ongoing innovations 
ï 9ΦƎΦΣ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ /ƘƘŀǘǘƛǎƎŀǊƘ ǎǘŀǘŜΧ 

Source: World Bank (2012)  

Source: World Bank (forthcoming )  

Indonesia 

Iraq 
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Å From pre-assigned ΨŦŀƛǊ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǎƘƻǇǎΩΧ 

ïΨ[ŜŀƪŀƎŜǎΩ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΤ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ visits to the shop, possible mistreatment of 
beneficiaries, overcharges, long waiting hours (i.e., 4-5h)  

 
Å Χ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ 

ï Increase in the number of shops 

ï Decentralized procurement schemes 

ï Portability: choosing shops, COREPDS 

ï Per capita access increased 5-fold, from 600 grams/month in 2004-5 to 3.2 kg per 
month in 2007-8. Calories soared by 880% 

Targeted Public Distribution System in Chhattisgarh state  
(more in BBL next week!) 

12 



Å Provision of food to children conditional to attendance  

Å Two basic modalities 
ï On-site meals and take-home rations (and snacks) 

Å Coverage of 368 million children worldwide, $75 billion/year (2011) 

Å Admin costs: 10-20% depending by model 
ï Could peak to 42% in less-mature programs 

Conditional food transfers: school feeding 

Source: WFP (2013)  
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Source: Gelli et al. (2012)  

School feeding models 
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Impacts on nutrition 

Å Highly debated issue 
ï Missing critical age window of 0-24m 
ï Possible indirect effect through THRs (e.g. Burkina Faso: weight for age increased by 0.38 

sd for children 12-60 m whose sisters were eligible for THRs, Kazianga et al. 2009) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Å Micronutrient status 
ï Biscuits fortified with iron and iodine reduced absenteeism and some dimensions of 

cognitive function (Alderman and Bundy 2011) 
ï When locally-procured, role for fortification using prepackaged mixes 

 
Å Anemia (e.g. Uganda) 

 
Å Deworming (common to include in planning) 

Source: Shrimpton et al. (2001)  
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Impacts on education and income 

Å Considerably effective in enrolment 
ï Uganda:  9% increase in children aged 6ς13 who started school (Alderman et al 2010)  

ï Bangladesh: 14% difference (in communities with and without SF (Ahmed 2004)  

ï Burkina Faso: new enrollment of girls by about 5-6% (Kazianga et al. 2009) 

ï Kenya: 30% increase (pre-school) (Vermeersch and Kremer 2005)  

 

Å Cognitive skills 
ï Mixed evidence on learning (supply-ǎƛŘŜΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƪŜȅΣ ŜΦƎΦ tǊƛǘŎƘŜǘǘ нлмоΧύ 

ï E.g. Uganda impact on math test scores (children aged 11-14), but not test of literacy 

 

Å Targeting 
ï School-targeted as generally progressive (Lindert et al. 2010) 

ï THRs as gender-targeted (double in transfer size, e.g. Gelli et al. 2009) 

ï Expanded in crises, but where existed (e.g., Burundi, CAR, Ghana, Liberia, Togo, and Philippines) 
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Food for work 

Å In a nutshell, provision of food commodities for labor-intensive activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Å Reaching about 15.1 million people in 2013 
ï Sudan about 1M people, Kenya 158,000 

 

Å Various design issues 
ïWage setting, self-targeting, etc. (more from Subba tomorrow) 

ï Non-food costs: 30-пл҈ ǿƘŜƴ ΨǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƴŜǘ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘΩ 
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Food for work 

Å Different models, e.g. Ethiopia 
ï Long history for FFW before PSNP (EGS) 

ï PSNP and MERET 

 

 

 

 

 

Å Changing composition in early-recovery 
ï E.g. Sudan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: WFP, based on Zeleke  (2013)  
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